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         Greene County Native Chosen Leaf Foundation Volunteer of the Year
Neely, Mississippi native Mackenzie Westmoreland has been named 2011 Volunteer of the Year by The Leaf Foundation.  Westmoreland, a graduate of Perry Central High School, Troy University and The University of Mississippi School of Law, is being honored for his commitment to community service and for increasing the quality of life in Lamar, Forrest, Covington, Green and Perry Counties.
Mackenzie Westmoreland is an award winning director, playwright and the cofounder of Adakia Entertainment, a New York City based production company for stage, screen, television and webcasting. Formed in 2005, Adakia has produced three revival productions and three original works for the stage. Mackenzie is coauthor of THE KATRINA PROJECT: Hell and High Water, which has been performed as part of The Culture Project’s Impact Festival in Times Square with subsequent productions in Ireland and Australia. The play was published in 2006 and continues to raise monies for disaster relief charities. He is a frequent judge of the infamous Manhattan Monologue Slam and recently directed an industry showcase for the acclaimed William Esper Studio. His latest play, SATURN RETURN, just completed a long workshop run at Al Pacino’s American Theatre for Actors.
The Greene County native left New York City recently when diabetes rendered him blind and moved back to his home state, where he continues his work as a Miss America Family volunteer by serving on The Executive Committee of The Leaf Foundation.  Currently, he is a student at the REACH Center for the Blind in Tupelo.
According to CEO Michael Marks, The Leaf Foundation offers over $11,000 annually in scholarships to area young women through The Miss America program.  Locally, The Leaf Foundation sponsors The Miss Leaf River Valley and Miss Riverland Scholarship Pageants.  Westmoreland served as chair of the Platform Committee when Jessica Cofield, Miss Riverland, garnered first place honors in state community service work at The Miss Mississippi Pageant in Vicksburg.
Westmoreland will be a guest on WDAM-TV’s Mid-Day Show on Friday, October 22 and will be honored as Volunteer of the Year during the seventh presentation of the official Miss America local scholarship program by The Leaf Foundation, scheduled for Sunday, October 24 at Oak Grove Primary School in Hattiesburg.
Former Leaf Foundation volunteers of the year include: Rebecca Bullock (2010), Wes Rouse (2009), Steve McNair Family (2008), Brett and Deanna Favre (2007), Raphael Scott Waldrop (2006).  More information available at:  leafrivervalley.com
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